
We would like to acknowledge the individuals and organizations who made the 2026 Western Alaska 
Chum Salmon Bycatch Assessment project a success. Thank you all. 

Processors in Dutch Harbor/Akutan: We thank Kyle Robson and Jeff Claridad (Alyeska); Mohamed 
Mohamed (Northern Victor); Stephen Francis (Trident); Peggy McLaughlin (Unisea); and Dan Le 
(Westward). Processors granted access to chum salmon bycatch and coordinated inseason with the BBSRI 
team. Staff from each processor communicated daily with BBSRI port samplers regarding vessel offloads 
and transported fish totes to designated sampling areas. 

Vessels: We thank the vessels and crew that assisted with transporting samples, supplies, and personnel 
between Akutan and Dutch Harbor, including the M/V Eastern Wind, and F/Vs Arctic Explorer, Arctic Ram, 
Arcturus, Columbia, Dominator, Golden Dawn, Miss Leona, Northern Patriot, Royal Atlantic, Royal Viking, 
and Sovereignty. We also thank Trident’s Dutch Harbor ground transportation and logistics crew. A very 
special thank you goes out to the captain and crew of the F/V Miss Leona who helped with transportation 
of lab equipment and any special needs we had in Dutch Harbor for the project.  

Saltwater, Inc.: Port samplers were Joshua Deanfipps, Matthew Dingess, Elijah Otto-Cutting, and Peter 
Ries (Dutch Harbor); Ricardo Hernandez, Julie Kellicutt, and Alan Salamonovitz (Akutan). 

Makushin Bay Resources Inc.: Jeff Brammer (owner) rented BBSRI laboratory space and storage in Dutch 
Harbor; and Phong Tran assisted with laboratory logistics. 

United Catcher Boats (UCB): Susie Zagorski provided valuable project input and helped liaise with industry 
representatives. 

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA): Patrick Barry, Emi Boyd-Tucker, and 
Arabella Terpin-Lewis ran the stock composition estimates and produced weekly inseason reports; Phil 
Ganz provided weekly inseason AKFIN offload data; and Wes Larson provided genetics-related project 
insights. 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G): Office of the Commissioner; Gene Conservation 
Laboratory; and Mark, Tag and Age Laboratory. 

Bristol Bay Science and Research Institute (BBSRI): Jordan Head was the principal investigator; Jason 
Smith was the project manager, Abby Duffy was the Dutch Harbor lab manager; Matthew Phillips was an 
assistant genotyper in Dutch Harbor; Tami Matheny assisted with procurement, logistics, and 
administration; and Sam Harris provided logistical support. 

Funding: Funding for the project this year was provided by the following Community Development Quota 
(CDQ) Organizations: Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development Association (APICDA), Bristol Bay 
Economic Development Corporation (BBEDC), Central Bering Sea Fishermen’s Association (CBSFA), 
Coastal Villages Region Fund (CVRF), Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation (NSEDC), and 
Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association (YDFDA). Additionally, funding was also provided by the 
Bristol Bay Science and Research Institute (BBSRI). 


